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AJAX Plain XMLHTTPRequest
Fetch API

Definition

• AJAX = Asynchronous JavaScript+XML

• Use JavaScript and XML-based messages to communicate
from within a web page with the server without refreshing the
HTML page at the same time

• With AJAX, we are taking a bunch of dusty old technologies
and stretching them well beyond their original scope – AJAX
in Action, Manning, 2006
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Sample plain JS code
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Sample plain JS code cont.
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Crucial steps of AJAX request

• Setting up the data handler req.onreadystatechange =
processReqChange;

• Initializing the connection req.open(‘‘GET’’, url,
true);

• Sending the request req.send(null);
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GET and POST differences

• GET
• Arguments are sent within the address argument
• req.open(‘‘GET’’,
‘‘script?name=John&surname=Major’’, async);

• req.send();
• POST

• Arguments are sent within the body of the message and its
content type needs to be specified

• req.open(‘‘POST’’, ‘‘script’’, async);
• req.setRequestHeader(‘‘Content-type’’,
‘‘application/x-www- form-urlencoded’’);

• req.send(‘‘name=John&surname=Major’’);
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A fetch API request

• Complete introduction to Fetch API

• So long XHR - another introduction to Fetch

• Why you shouldn’t use Fetch
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https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/API/Fetch_API/Using_Fetch
https://developers.google.com/web/updates/2015/03/introduction-to-fetch
https://gomakethings.com/why-i-still-use-xhr-instead-of-the-fetch-api/
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